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Dear Jason,

For our future career, our school will set up an optional course “Career Planning” next term.
I’'m writing to recommend it to you.

The course is scheduled from 4:10 to 4:50 every Friday afternoon, including 10 sessions. It
mainly focuses on the current job market and the prospect of each job the students are fond of. Not
only will it help us set specific goals but make us realize what qualities we should possess to land
an ideal job. If you’re interested, please visit our school website and sign up before July 7th.

Don’t miss the chance!

Yours,
Li Hua
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One day in my senior high school, my teacher Mrs. Brown advised me to take part in a poetry

contest. My first reaction was to refuse, with the word “awful” ringing in my ears. Sensing my
hesitation, Mrs. Brown said, “It’s a chance to prove yourself to others, isn’t it?” “Yes, maybe my
father,” I thought. In the next few weeks, I buried myself in writing, though. The moment I
finished my poem, I gathered the courage to present it to my father, wondering what response I
might receive. Reading quickly, he said another “awful” as expected. Suddenly, I heard the most
beautiful voice, “Make it brief!” Quickly, I did so. The revised version earned me a grand prize.
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After the success, I came to understand the true meaning of “awful”. My father’s “awful”

probably meant the high expectations he had of me instead of sharp criticism. From then on, |
chose to seek further improvement in whatever I did. There was no doubt that my mother’s praise
could cheer me up and boost my confidence, but it was the discouraging word “awful” that
stimulated my potential and pushed me out of comfort zone. The two conflicting voices were just
like two opposing winds leading me towards perfection.
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