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Dear Bran,

Glad to hear you’re eager to improve your Chinese and know more about Chinese culture.
It’s my pleasure to recommend some resources to you.

Reading popular newspapers and magazines, like Southern Weekly, is the first choice, from
which you can get much information about Chinese customs. Besides, you can experience the
Chinese language and culture on the Internet, on TV or with some apps. The interesting news and
stories in these resources are so amazing that you’ll never feel bored.

I sincerely hope you can make progress in learning Chinese and have a better understanding
of Chinese culture.

Yours,
Li Hua
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One morning after three weeks, Mr. Smith came into the class happily. He said, “Class, do

you still remember the essay contest held in our school? Now the result has come out. I am glad to
tell you that Tom has won first prize with the title ‘Education and Its Effect on the Society’.” Then
cheers of praise rocked the whole classroom. After class, many classmates asked me how I made it.
I told them that it was not because of my good writing skills but it was all because of the six-time
rewriting required by Mr. Smith.

I sat in my own seat, excited and grateful. It was the first time I had ever won a prize. Years

later, I told many people that story, and my comments, including my unfriendly description of Mr.
Smith’s appearance. Unexpectedly, Mr. Smith wrote to me, and said his look wasn’t important.
What was important was the lesson I had learned from him. When I wrote and rewrote that essay, I
began to learn how to behave well. [ was grateful for the lesson he had taught me.
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